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STANDING COMMITTEES OF THE ASSOCIATION 


. The ACPA Constitution establishes four standing Committees and provides that the four elected 

_ members of the Board of Directors serve as the chairmen of these Committees. The remaining members of 
each Committee are appointed by the Board of Directors. For the last few years the practice has been fol- 

_ lowed of having the President and the President-Elect serve as ex officio members of the Committee on Pro- 

_ gram in order to insure more adequate and more integrated planning for the annual meeting. The following 
are the members of these standing Committees for the forthcoming year: 


_ Committee on Membership Committee on Elections 
Br. John M, Egan, F,.S,C,.H, (Chairman) Dr. Genevieve P, Hunter (Chairman) 
_ Dr. Thomas N. McCarthy Dr. Philip D. Cristantiello. 
| Dr. Neil J. Webb Br. Lawrence Joseph (Poirier), F.M.S. 
_ Committee on Publicity Committee on Program 
. Dr. Alexander A, Schneiders (Chairman) Dr. Virginia M. Staudt (Chairman) 
. Mr. Raymond F, Levee, Jr. Mr. Martin J. Meade 
Dr. Lawrence R. Malnig The President 


The President-Elect 
TWO NEW ACPA VOLUMES 


The two volumes growing out of the ACPA meetings of 1957 - 1959 have been completed. The 
first of these volumes, containing papers from the separate ACPA sessions of these three years and bearing 
the title: Selected Papers from the ACPA Meetings of 1957, 1958, 1959, was mailed, during the month of 
October, to the ACPA members who had ordered it at the time of paying their 1960 dues. It would be appre- 
ciated if any member, having so ordered the volume and not having received it, would notify the Executive- 
Secretary. This first volume, edited by Dr. Alexander A. Schneiders and the Executive Secretary, is a 
6 x 9 book of 184 pages with a blue paper cover. 
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The companion volume, edited by Dr. Raymond J. McCall and the Executive Secretary, contains 
- the jointly sponsored ACPA-APA symposia of the same three years and bears the title: Three Joint Symposia 
from the ACPA-APA Meetings of 1957, 1958, 1959. This volume is now printing and will be ill be ready for mail- 
| ‘ing by late November or early December, It is likewise a 6 x 9 blue-covered volume, this time of 224 pages. 
Another opportunity will be afforded ACPA members who have not yet purchased these volumes to do so at the 
time of paying their 1961 dues. An opportunity of purchasing these volumes will also be afforded NEWSLET- 
TER subscribers at the time of renewing their subscriptions for 1961. 
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INDEX OF BOOKS REVIEWED 
The present issue of the NEWSLETTER completes Volume X and ten years of publication. The 
ovember issue of each year has contained an index of books reviewed in the volume in question, and such an 
x will be found toward the end of the present number. At the end of three years of publication in 1953 a 
ulative index of books reviewed was furnished, as also in 1956 at the end of six years. Now that a full 
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ten years of publication have been completed, it appears appropri- 
ate to issue a new cumulative index of books reviewed covering the 
entire ten year period. This index will be found as an additional | 
eight-page supplement accompanying the present NEWSLETTER. 
In the ten year period a total of 290 books have been reviewed by 

146 different reviewers. Of these reviewers, 84 reviewed just 
one book; 27 reviewed two books each; 14 three books each; 9 
four books each; 5 members contributed five reviews each; 4 mem- 
bers six reviews apiece; while two members furnished eight re- 
views apiece; and one member, finally, contributed nine different — 
reviews. Three of the ACPA members who contributed to the re-_ 
view listed are already deceased. Of the books reviewed, 29 or tel 
per cent of the total, were authored by ACPA members. Dr. Vir- 
ginia M. Staudt was the book review editor for the first five years, 

Dr. M. Irene Wightwick at the end of which time Dr. M. Irene Wightwick assumed the posi- 

College of New Rochelle tion which, we are happy to say, she continues to hold. The index 

New Rochelle, N. Y. with its 290 entries gives some indication of the debt of gratitude 

owed by the Association to its two book review editors. For the 
benefit of members and subscribers, it may be mentioned in con- 
nection with the index that complete sets of the NEWSLETTER are 
still available for 1957 and subsequent years, but that all numbers 
of the earlier volumes are exhausted. 
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QUESTIONNAIRE 


Included with this issue of the NEWSLETTER is a questionnaire from the ACPA Committee for th 
Study of Methods in Psychological Assessment of Candidates for Religious Life. This special Committee wi 
Dr. Walter J. Coville as chairman was constituted by the Board of Directors of the ACPA at their meeting in 
Chicago on August 31, 1960. It was this Committee which sponsored the "informal" discussion on Current 
Practices in the Psychological Assessment of Religious Vocation in Chicago at which some 150 people turned 
up. This response has prompted the Committee to circulate a questionnaire among ACPA members in order 
to make contact with members of the Association engaged in this work. ACPA members interested or involv 
in assessment work with clerics or religious are asked to complete the accompanying questionnaire and re 
it to Dr. Coville. 


PLACEMENT OPPORTUNITIES 


Clinical or Counseling Psychologist. Ph.D. for psychological and vocational counseling. College 
located in Long Island. Salary: $7,000 - $8,500. Two other positions at same institution: Coordinator of 
Educational Testing and Research. Ph.D. or Ed.D. Salary: $7,000 - $8,500. Vocational Counselor. MA. 
Salary: $6,000 - $7,500. Lecturer in Psychology, Female, Catholic college for girls in Pakistan. Good 
salary plus allowances for room and board. Clinical Psychologist. Male. Ph.D. and New York certificate. 
For psychiatric clinic located in upper New York State. Salary: $8,000. Clinical Psychologist. Male or 
female. Ph.D. with two years experience. Clinic located in New York City area. Salary: $7,000 - $16, 000 
depending on experience. 


Members of ACPA interested in these positions should forward a personal resumé to Dr. Paul 
Centi, Psychological Services, Fordham University, 302 Broadway, New York 7, N. Y. Prospective emplo 
ers seeking the services of psychologists on a full or part-time basis are encouraged to write to Dr. Centi 
giving full particulars on the opportunities available. 


ACPA MEMBERS IN PRINT 


This column continues the listing of books written by ACPA members and of articles appearing in 
professional journals. Every effort is made to provide jas adequate coverage as possible, but complete co 
age can be achieved only if ACPA members send notification of articles and books as they are published. It 
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INTERNATIONAL CATHOLIC CONGRESS OF PSYCHOTHERAPY AND CLINICAL PSYCHOLOGY, 1960 


November 1960 


fl Vera D. Denty 


\ London, England 


_ Psychologists, psychiatrists, and psychotherapists, 
locesan, religious, and lay, gathered in Milan, Italy, 
‘om August 29 to September 3 to discuss the difficult 
sychological problem of Guilt, and how their profes- 
ional skill can be made of greater service to the 

urch, The present report will consider only the two 
ound-table conferences respectively devoted to the 
gestion of whether Psychology should be taught as an 
itegral part of religious formation, and whether all 
plicants for the religious life should be undergoing 
ychological testing. 


Psychological Screening 


| The United States is considerably ahead of Europe 
| both of the above-mentioned fields. As compared to 
merica, the various European countries are small, 
nd each differs markedly from its neighbour. The 
urch is well aware that the individual is the product 


nature plus nurture. As psychologists we must ad- 
it, however, that we are still ignorant as to the rela- 
fe part contributed by each in the formation of per- 
nality. In Europe the problem is further complicated 
‘diocesan and religious applicants coming from wide- 
different home and educational backgrounds, as well 
} from the total range of social classes. The Church 
room for each and all, but where each best fits is 
ther problem. 


4 All religious life is aimed at the sanctification of 

if and others. Yet Religious Orders differ not only in 
ie nature of their particular field of work, but also in 
ir mental climates which may be influenced further 
7 the psychological makeup of the particular Novice- 
faster, Superior, or Provincial. 


There is a school of thought maintaining that, since 
ation is a gift of God, Grace cannot be assessed 
ested by natural means, however academically sound 
latter. In the main, however, the Congress agreed 
lat Grace flourishes better when based on sound, non- 
surotic foundations. The Church insists on a medical 
ckup of the applicant. Could this requirement not be 
¢nded to include psychological testing, knowing as 
the interaction between mind and body? 


In the interest of Diocesan Authorities and Re- 
ligious Orders as well as the applicant, should 
such psychological assessment take place before 
entry, thus saving hardship and disappointment to 
all concerned? Some at the Congress felt that 
there should be no such psychological testing un- 
less there is doubt as to the applicant's suitability 
for the religious life, Others pleaded that in any 
case the initial period being one of probation, any 
testing should form part of such a period and not 
precede it. 


Views differed likewise on procedure. Should 
the testing be done by one person only, the latter 
a member of the Community to be joined, or would 
it be preferable to enlist an outsider experienced 
in a wide range of Religious Orders and Semi- 
naries? If the latter, must the tester be a priest 
or nun or could a lay person assist? Would it be 
detrimental to the close contact necessary, if the 
applicant were seen by three different persons, a 
psychiatrist, a psychologist, and a psychiatric 
social worker, i.e. the usual clinical team, or 
would such an arrangement make for greater ob- _ 
jectivity? Is the subsequent psychological report to 
be primarily destined for the religious authorities, 
the applicant, or both equally? 7 


Some of the French participants particularly 
were more in favour of focusing on the applicant, 
and seeing him prior to entry. It transpired that 
this group dealt with relatively late vocations, i.e. 
people in their mid-twenties and upwards. Others | 
argued that since the bulk of applicants come from ~ 
a much younger group, including some straight 
from high school, these young people are not yet 3 
formed personalities and therefore should first be — 
allowed to settle within the seminary or novitiate, 
even if this does involve for the authorities the ex- 
pense of housing, feeding, clothing and risk of fail- 
ure, In the latter eventuality, does the Bemore | 


: 


ity of the psychologist stop, or is it all the more 
reason for additional work to readjust the appli- 
cant once again to secular life, or possibly with a 
view to-joining another Order or Seminary, if so 


desired? Needless to say, no hard and fast general 

rules can be laid down. 

| Every Seminary or Order prefers people of good 
to high intellectual level, some more so than others. 

Intelligence testing at least works on fairly well 
established grounds. But what constitutes Mental 

Health? Tentative definitions have been put forward; 


so far none lends itself to statistical, i.e. measurable 


procedure. Contrary to the clinical situation, the in- 
dividual does not come because of difficulties ex- 


perienced. Unless these are rather blatent, he is con- 


vinced that he is fit and suitable, and therefore might 
resist cooperation. 


Does projective testing and exploratory interview- 
ing cnet is involve mobilizing perhaps latent dif- 
ficulties, and if so, is this to the good? Psychologists 
have the secret suspicion that some of the Church's 
greatest saints might possibly have failed to pass our 

tests, including the Curéd'Ars. 


Religious Formation 


Part of the novitiate training involves the appli- 
cant in having the function simultaneously as an adult 
whilst finding himself outwardly in the utterly depend- 
ent situation of a child. This in itself is so difficult a 
balance to maintain psychologically that it deserves 
professional assistance, quite apart from necessarily 

bringing up possibly long forgotten, as well as re- 
pressed childhood memories, and with it personality 
difficulties. 


Should we add to the strain of the already fully 
y occupied Novice-master or Novice-mistress by sug- 
gesting that they undergo sufficient psychological 
training to be aware of the psychological problems 
_ of the novice and, if need be, to render first-aid? 


The world over, academic psychology courses 

allow for but a mere glimpse of the clinical side, but 

all clinical psychologists have to take such before 
proceeding to specialized clinical training. Obvious- 
ly it would be time wasted, introducing an academic 
psychology course in Seminaries and Religious 
Houses. Contrary to the secular practice, can we 
dispense with the former and give a clinical course 
without such foundation? 


Psychology is a science and an art, the best of 
us combining academic proficiency with personal 
maturity, long training with personal intuition and 


sensitivity. Pastoral care combines the objectiv: 
and almost non-personal approach of the Spiritus 
Director with the intimacy and personal involve- 
ment of the counsellor. What looks like a purel} 
spiritual problem may turn out to be a psycholog 
cal one, or vice versa. Are religious personnel, 
when asked for guidance, therefore of necessity 
acting as psychological counsellors or are they | 
trespassing? A major psychological school aim! 
at the counsellor being but a mere screen, but e 
in those quarters, the problem of counter-trans- 
ference is now beginning to be realized. Unless 
we can make religious personnel aware of this 
fact, much of their efforts may be wasted. How- 
ever, in so doing on the basis of a short and of 
necessity superficial course, are we not expecti 
them to function successfully in a role that we as 
psychologists admit, can only be filled after ma 
years of arduous specialized training? : 


We know that we can be of assistance to the | 
Confessor when faced with undesirable, and par- 
ticularly repetitive behavior based on unconsciot 
conflict, i.e. neurosis, not under full control of 
the conscious free will. Can we train religious 
personnel sufficiently for effective diagnostic dis 
tinction between the two? Or at least to the lev 
of sufficient awareness of the existence of such, 
that they might enlist a second opinion, that of 
psychologist? We know that it is relatively sim 
diagnosing the two extremes of the curve, but w 
we move toward the summit, we are well aware 
that it is no easy matter for us to draw the disti 
tion between normality and neurosis, since they 
can and do interact and fuse. 


In private conversation, some felt that spiri 
al and psychological counselling of Catholics ca 
not be separated. Others differed. How much ei 
of the views adopted is due to superficiality or 
thoroughness of personal experience and trainin 
this writer, for one would fight shy of attempt 
to assess. 


It is perhaps just because this Congress d 
with deep human problems for which no ready 
swer can be found, that it resulted in a parti 
dy harmonious working together of the clergy 
laity, all professional workers in the field of 
chology exchanging the results of their respe 
professional training and experience, and over- 
coming language obstacles so as to try and bett 
serve the Church and its members the world 


aa 
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also suggested that copies of books be sent to the Book Review Editor for review in the NEWSLETTER. A 


simple postcard will suffice for inclusion in this column, but be sure to provide all necessary information, 
including year, volume number and pages for articles, and place of publication, publisher and year for books. 
Special features, such as edition, editorship, etc., should be clearly indicated. Items for inclusion in this ~ 
column should be addressed to: Dr. Alexander A. Schneiders, Fordham University, New York, 58, N. Y. 


Andreassi, J. L. (with Bowen, H. M., Traux, S., and Orlansky, J.). Optimum symbols for radar displays. 
Human Factors, 1960, 2, 28-33. 


Angers, W. P. "Reality Testing" in vocational counseling. MD Internat. Rec. Med., 1960, 173, 695-699. 
_Arnold, Magda B. Emotion and Personality: Vol. I Psychological Aspects. New York: Columbia Univer. 


i 
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Press, 1960. Pp. xiv + 296. $7.50: 
Arnold, Magda B. Emotion and Personality: Vol. II Neurological and Physiological Aspects. New York: 
Columbia Univer. Press, 1960. Pp. xvi+ 430, $7.50. 
Furth, H. G. The effect of the size-weight illusion on adaptation level, J. exp. Psychol., 1960, 60, 150-154. 
O'Brien, C. C. A multidisciplinary approach to the diagnosis and therapy of the nonrehabilitated alcoholic 
personality. J. Psychol., 1960, 50, 377-381. 
Schneiders, A. A. Personality Development and Adjustment in Adolescence. Milwaukee: Bruce, 1960. 
Pp. x + 473. $5.95. 


NEWS BRIEFS 


ACTIVITIES OF ACPA MEMBERS, Dr. M. Gertrude Reiman has been elected chairman of the Ad- 
ministrative Council of the Wisconsin Psychological Association....Dr. Barry Fagan, of Marquette Univer- 
sity, was discussant for the program meeting of the Wisconsin Psychological Association on October 22nd. 

The program was concerned with "Recent Developments in Soviet Psychology."'...Dr. Salvatore G. DiMichael 
is President-Elect of the newly-formed APA Division 22, National Council on Psychological Aspects of Dis- 
ability....Rev. George Flanagan, O.F.M., Dr. John Vaccaro and Dr. Philip Christantiello are participating 
in the St. Francis Institute for Pastoral Counselling sponsored by the Franciscan Fathers and the Society for 
the Advancement of Mental Health....Dr. Alexander A. Schneiders of Fordham University addressed the 
Association of Mental Hospital Chaplains on October 17 on the topic ''Religion and Mental Health, " and also 
appeared on a television panel on October 9th with Rev. George Hagmaier, C.S.P. on ''Techniques of Counsel- 
ing"... The ACPA was represénted at the International Conference on Family Life, August 23-26, at Teachers 
College, Columbia University, by Mother M. Berenice Rice, O.S.U. of the College of New Rochelle, Repre- 
sentatives of forty nations attended the conference and papers were translated into French, Spanish and Ger- 
man. Mother Berenice spoke on ''Formation for Integral Family Life" in which she stressed the importance 


of the spiritual preparation of the future wife and mother....Bro. John M. Egan, F.S.C.H., Dr. Genevieve 


P. Hunter, and Dr. Irene Impellizzeri assumed prominent roles in the Fourth Annual Workshop of the Catholic 


Guidance Council of the Archdiocese of New York, held on November Ist. The general theme of the workshop 
was "Group Guidance."....Dr. Anthony J. Summo of Manhattan College has been appointed consultant for the 
management project of Christian Brothers' High Schools dealing with techniques of teaching developmental 
reading....Dr. John O. Meany, currently with System Development Corporation in California, read a paper 
at the International Congress of Psychology at Bonn, Germany, during the summer entitled: "An Empirical 
Study of Interpersonal Perception in Psychopharmacology"....On September 26th, Peter J. Finley served as 
moderator of a panel discussion on the topic: 'The Development of Parental Aids in Leisure and Work Activ- 
ities for the Mildly Retarded School-Age Child, "' held at the Training School as part of the Vineland Annual 
Fall Conference....Rev. André Godin, S.J. conducted a round table discussion on the topic, "Psychology in 
the Pastoral Training of Priests already in the Ministry," at the International Congress of Catholic Psycho- 
therapists, held in Milan, Italy, from August 29th to September 4th....Dr. Fabian L. Rouke of Manhattan Col- 
lege spoke before the Worcester Teachers Institute in Massachusetts on October 17. The topic was "Can 
ypnosis Affect the Learning Process?" a 
NEW POSTS FOR ACPA MEMBERS, Lester N. Recktenwald, who was recently elected to Life 
ellow in the International Institute of Arts and Letters, has accepted an appointment as Associate Professor 
the Graduate Division of the University of Scranton....Dr. Alvin J. Simmons has been appointed lecturer 


and consultant at the Boston University Graduate School of Nursing... 


SAe 


-Bro. Philip, O.S.F., who has been 


director of student personnel services at St. Francis College in Brooklyn for the past several years, on Oc- 
tober ist became Executive Vice-President of the College, in charge of Development. 


BOOK REVIEW SECTION 


Leeper, Robert W. and Madison, Peter. 
Appleton-Century-Crofts, 1959. 


Seldom does it happen that professional psychol- 
ogists succeed in writing a book which will satisfy and 
enlighten popular readers and also make a contribu- 
tion to psychological science in the eyes of their col- 
leagues. Leeper and Madison have accomplished this 
difficult and two-fold ideal. This new presentation 
written in such a non-technical, conversational style 
should do much to enable the ordinary reader to gain 
many new insights into the foundations of personal- 
ity patterns. For professional psychologists the book 
is a resource rich in principles and interpretations 
based on a wealth of data accumulated from a variety 
of sources: anthropological, clinical and experimen- 
tal. The clarity, unity and organizational build-up 
of the chapters easily accomplishes an integrated 
synthesis for the reader; a synthesis based on‘years 
of skilled observations by the authors and conclu- 


sions derived from significant psychological research. 


After carefully describing the concepts of person- 
ality based on new discoveries in anthropology, new 
developments in psychotherapy and new inferences 
drawn from experimental investigations, Leeper and 
Madison introduce the reader to the core hypothesis 
of their study, namely, personality as a crystalliza- 
tion of perceptual processes. Innumerable examples 
from everyday living as well as from scientific re- 
search are interwoven in these discussions and help 
to substantiate this perceptual approach to personal- 
ity. The authors have extended the meaning of per- 
ceptual processes to include almost all of the mental 
processes usually categorized under different kinds 
of psychological functions. The perceptual processes, 
according to the authors, include conscious and un- 
conscious operations, motivational functions, con- 
ceptual activities and reintegrative influences. This 
extension of perceptual processes has many advan- 
tages and provides a more integrative and realistic 
approach to personality. However, even though per- 
ceptual processes influence and cause emotional 
behavior we cannot identify them, as these authors 
do, with emotional processes or self-directional 
functions. This identification would omit the dynamic 
reality which is specifically emotional or directional 


TOWARD UNDERSTANDING HUMAN PERSONALITIES. New York: 
Pp. xvi+ 439. $5.50. 


in nature and not just perceptual cognition. 


One of the most ingenious features of the book is 
its constructive and positive approach to personality 
through reintegrative powers which the authors have 
described as those representative activities within 
the person which give meaning to his overt behavior. 
So often the enigma of the human personality seems 
to lie in the incompatibility between an individual's 
external behavior and his internal experiences. 
Leeper and Madison contribute many new insights on 
this problem by their emphasis on the reintegration 
concept which focuses on understanding and identify- 
ing the representative processes within the person in 
order to understand his whole personality. It is true 
that psychotherapy attempts to understand the inner 
man, but I think the authors have presented new con- 
siderations which should help the psychotherapist as 
well as the non-professional reader to understand 
the nature of these interior processes which so deep- 
ly influence personality patterns. 

One feature detracts from the general worth of — 
the authors' theory. They suggest that these re- 
integrative processes can be ultimately and entirely 
identified with functionings of the nervous tissues. 
This particular suggestion does not seem to fit the 
whole magnificent theory which precedes it, because 
the reader up to this point has been stimulated by 
the many possibilities of personality development 
and reorientation which would surely be counteracted 
by identification with physiological processes. The 
latter are often so inexorable to desirable changes. 
The broad interpretation of perception, including © 
motivational and meaningful conceptual aspects, 
given by the authors as a basic hypothesis would alsc 
seem to contradict this later neutral identification. 
The essential difference between meaning and sen- 
sory apprehension is not included in this theory, but 
is sometimes the very basis for the applications 


,which are made so skillfully and intelligently to dem- 


onstrate the real significance of human behavior. 


In the final chapters the emphasis on positive | 


motives and methods which show how better adjust- 
ments in personality can be attained regardless of past 
faulty and unrealistic representational habits, leaves 
this reader with the realization that Leeper and 
Madison have contributed much to a deeper and bet- 
ter understanding of the normal personality. The 
authors have elucidated many effective ways and 
means of accomplishing desirable personality changes 


| 
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| This is the third book of the Insight Series, a se- 
ries designed to provide guidance to Catholic youth. 
This volume is addressed to boys and girls at the soph- 
‘omore level of high school. The authors obviously are 
attuned to the many challenges presented to the adoles- 
cent in the task of moving toward maturity. A dis- 
cussion of the meaning of personality is followed by 
pertinent information as to how to recognize and over- 
come the road-blocks to personality development. 
Having dispensed with the negative, the student then 
considers the building of a mature personality, focus- 
ing on the personal interaction that is encountered in 
living with young people and then in living with 

adults. The picture is rounded out by,a consider- 
ation of the tasks and opportunities provided by living 
in the community. 


The authors tackled a formidable task in attempt- 
ing to reduce the complex of competing definitions of 
personality to terms understandable to the high school 
sophomore. The attempt comes off not too badly, 
though the phrase "within the limits of influences be- 
yond his control" strikes a disconcerting note that is 
apt to be a puzzler for most readers. The later ef- 
fort to explain its meaning does much to clear the 
air; yet that phrase remains, for this reviewer, an 
infelicitous one. 


The book subscribes to the thesis that religion 
is a formative principle in personality development. 
And rightly so. Yet occasionally the text reads 
more like a work on moral and spiritual guidance. 
This is particularly noticeable in later sections 
where the text becomes almost a miniature course 

Catholic apologetics. 


To a sophisticated reader, the psychological 
derpinnings of the text can be readily spotted. The 
thors have done an excellent job in presenting much 

f the thought and the evidence of psychology in terms 
t the high school student can "buy.'"' Because of 
very frequent alignment of personality considera- 
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and growth. One cannot read Toward Understanding 
Human Personalities without experiencing the re- 
markable potential in this perceptual theory of per- 
sonality development by Leeper and Madison. 


Assumption Univ. 
Windsor, Canada 


Sr. Marian Dolores, S.N.J.M. 


‘McMahon, William J., Cribbin, James J., and Harris, Br. Philip, O.S.F. IT'S YOUR PERSONALITY. 
New York: Harcourt Brace, 1960. Pp. xii+ 356. $2.64. 


tions with what is taught in religion content courses, 
this text must be considered a companion volume to 
classes in religion. We may wonder if the current 
crop of high school students has much familiarity 
with Bishop Sheen, with "Brothers," with the lofty 
thought and phrasing of Pope Pius XII, with "'zombies' 
with Sejanus, the friend of the Emperor of Rome, 
with untranslated Latin phrases, with the terminology 
of psychodynamic forces -- all of which make an oc- 
casional appearance in the text. 


Multiple authorship runs the risk of contradictory 
statements. Midway through the text the student is 
cautioned against telling problems to and seeking ad- 
vice from fellow students; twenty pages later it is 
suggested that talking over problems with someone 
can be helpful even if the person is not able to offer 
expert advice or assistance. On an early page "'con- 
science" is defined as an act of the intellect - asa 
judgment on the rightness or wrongness of things; 
about forty pages later, the student is urged to use 
the Church's examination of conscience to discover 
the kind of person he really is. The danger of con- 
fusing personality with morality is a real one here. 


If this text were to be used in a formal guidance 
course, it could prove repetitious. However, the 
separate chapters, or a collection of them, would be 
of considerable value in the guidance program. The 
numerous examples of teen-agers confronting real 
situations will prove interesting and thought-provok- 
ing to students. The "Things to Think About" prob- 
lems should provide lively discussion in guidance 
periods. 


With their recognized skill and experience, the 
three authors know that in aiding a person to shape 
his personality, much advice or suggestion need be 
carried out on an individual basis--not in a classroom 
In spite of this difficulty and for the purposes they 
had in mind, the authors have done a creditable job. 


On page 290 of the text, they ask the student "Are 
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you are able to accomplish the impossible with God's ‘La Salle College Brother E, Austin, F.S.C. 
help?" With this text they almost succeed. Phila. 41, Pa. 


Buckley, Michael J. MORALITY AND THE HOMOSEXUAL. Westminster, Md.: Newman, 1959. 
Pp. xxiii + 214. $3.50. 


Although this book is based on cultural conditions in |for coping with the penitent troubled with the prob- 
England, it has a wider application. It gives a thorough |lem of homosexuality. 
moral evaluation of the problem of homosexuality and 


offers a pastoral approach to its solution. In an effort The book presents an optimistic approach to 
to present an adequate understanding of this problem, this trying problem and to the chances the homo- 
the author offers a comparatively briet but thorough sexual has of remedying his condition. At the sam 
examination of the medical, hereditary, environment- time the author is realistic in pointing out that the 
al, and psychological factors related to the homosexual, | road is up-hill all the way and that there are vari- 
An important distinction is made between the homosex- ous possible pitfalls along the way to conquering 
ual condition and homosexual acts, which should prove and/or controlling one's homosexual tendencies, 
helpful to priests, when a penitent confronts him with 
this disturbance. In view of the involved psychological problems 
and their many ramifications as clearly spelled 
The problem of homosexuality as explained in this out in this excellent book, the statement that 
book, clearly points out that more than a moral issue "',.. homosexual impulses are not any less resist- 
is involved, since the homosexual is generally anti- ible than heterosexual" is open to misunderstand- 
social and attempts to blame others for his immoral ing. The author is right in opposing the fatalistic 
failings. His simulated contempt for the normal is a approach of those who would absolve the homosex- 
veiled attempt to cover up his own inferiority complex ual of all responsibility, but he may perhaps him- 
and feelings of insecurity. The author rightly regards self go too far in the opposite direction. He is 
homosexuality as an emotional disaster rooted in a more lenient with a small minority of cases of 
false concept of human love. In other words, there is homosexuals classified as psychopathic or sufferin 
a basic change in the individual's sexual orientation from some neurotic disorder. Yet earlier in the 
with the accompanying pleasure and other effects ac- book the author indicates that the homosexual is 
cruing from such an outlook and mode of behavior. generally anti-social, attempts to rationalize away 
his immoral failings, and suffers from an inferior: 
With respect to moral responsibility, the author ity complex and feelings of insecurity. However, 
offers some sound principles in stating that the homo- this possible misunderstanding does not seriously 
sexual is generally in some degree responsible for his mar Fr. Buckley's excellent treatment of the whol 
condition, either for its origin, or at least in his will- question of morality and homosexuality. I am sure 
ingness to remain in such a state. However, since that priests and especially confessors will gain 
there are various types of homosexuals, the degree of much from reading this book. 
responsibility will vary according to the individual 
case under consideration. In this book every priest Quincy College Fr. James McManamon, O,F.] 
will find many wholesome, but realistic suggestions Quincy, Illinois Ph, 
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Here is a book written by a "safe'' theologian and Timely topics have tempting titles: Soul and 
a fervent student of Jungian psychoanalysis. Readers Psyche, "Religion and Psychology, '' "Symbol and 
of God and the Unconscious may "unconsciously" form Dogma," "The Feminine Principle, " "Jung and 
their opinion of this book before reading much of it. Job," ''Health and Holiness, " "Religion and Mental 

‘Health, " etc... If the reader's interest is not to 

It is argumentative more often than expository. flag, he had better know his Scripture and his 
Father White is defending his "beliefs, ' and his '"'con- Mythology, together with some Theology. Of 
structs."" Theologians may question some of the for- course, the Nihil Obstat and the Imprimatur will 
mer, the psychologists some of the latter: to each reassure him about matters of faith. He will read 


his own! with satisfaction about the role of symbols and the 
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relevance of dogma in mental health, he will find a 
rare description of health (opposed to "adjustment"), 
-a thorough discussion of religion, and one man's opin- 


ion of the "failure of religion in the modern world." 
(p. 200 seq.). 


The bulk of the book (300 pages) is two-thirds text ~ 


and one-third notes, printed in that order. The eight 
appendices are useful and properly located; but why 
put 46 pages of FOOT-NOTES at the end of the book? 


‘It is both irritating and frustrating to attempt to read 


two sections of a book at one and the same time. This 
reviewer did not, and he expects only the most com- 
pulsive souls to attempt it. 


"Bridge-building" between theology and Jungian 
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Must we salvage Jung, ... and stretch Thomism in 
the process? The two complementary approaches 
to reality are valid, each inasmuch as it comes 
close to reality: the closer each is to reality, the 
more they resemble, and vice versa. Of course, if 
you admire Jung, it is important to find all his 
"truth;" but if you don't, why bother ? 


If the reader can overcome the author's concern 
for archetypal depth-psychology, he will manage to 
obtain an unusually well documented treatise on the 


Relationships between Psychotherapy and Religion. 


University of Ottawa R. H. Shevenell, O. M. I. 
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psychology is a laborious task! Is it really necessary? ! 
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